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Booklet Seven

Information within Metacentres
and Personal Values

the state of the peoples’ heart is the
condition of the heart of the state.

the state of the people’s heart,
reflecting the feelings, desires and
volitions of the totality of the nation’s
separate but functionally interrelated
private individuals, is the most vital
factor presel}ted to government for its
consideration. It preconditions the
evolutionary responses immediately
possible within the separate localities
within the nation, and within the
nation as a whole.

Eugene Halliday and Fred Freeman



Preface

The booklets on metathinking top-economy, listed on the inside
back cover, consist mainly of extracts from a book, Top-economy - or
whole-group good! , which was written as a result of meetings with
my enlightened friend the late Eugene Halliday. The meetings took
place during the late 1960’s but, in accordance with Eugene’s wishes
and because unsought publicity could have interrupted his other
work, no action was taken during his lifetime to publish his wider
teachings on metathinking top-economy.

With a few small exceptions, everything in these booklets either
was spoken by Eugene (mainly in reply to questions) and the answers
written down by me, or was written by me and edited by Eugene.

Although it has been my great privilege as co-author to ask
questions and to arrange the sequence and context in which the answers
(or discourses) appear, the wisdom herein is from Eugene Halliday.
Normally one would say “the words were his”, but Eugene would never
allow that statement to be made. Truth uttered, he would say, does not
belong to a “person”. Truth is greater than any person. At best, a
person may serve as an instrument of Universal Truth.

The original aim of the meetings with Eugene was to formulate a
socio-governmental justification for the development of a national
charity-bank movement, which could be of service to the whole of the
United Kingdom’s voluntary sector. This was envisaged in a book [
was then writing on why and how to form a Society of United
Voluntary Organisations within Community (“SU-VOC”). This was
in due course published as The SUVOC Application. The SUVOC
idea is but one viable application of metathinking top-economy.

One of the major justifications for Eugene’s teachings on
metathinking top-economy was the likelihood of an eventual third
world war which could have a cataclysmic effect on human
consciousness. In the wake of such a calamity, there would be a
demand for new institutions and new ways of looking at the socio-

' The books “Top-economy - or whole-group good”, by Eugene Halliday and Fred
Freeman, and “The SU-VOC Application”, by Freeman (edited by Halliday) are
available either to borrow or purchase from the United Trusts office.
Alternatively, they may be purchased, under ‘related works’ at
www.ishval.org.uk. For further information see inside back cover.



governmental order. Therefore, Eugene considered early preparation
for such an eventuality would be prudent.

Even if the world is fortunate enough to escape Armageddon, the
intensity of evolutionary movements will demand vast changes in
social ethics. The growing and at present unchecked threat to the
world environment is a typical example of this threat.

Eugene used metawords because, in a society which is
increasingly knowledge based and participative, the determinative
elements of that society require more facts and, either more precise
definition and general understanding of those emotive words and
phrases in common usage, which often are passively accepted in
terms of the ill-defined concepts of bygone ages, or the replacement
of those emotive words and phrases with new terms which will help
modern man in society to create new understanding around the
realities of the present, not conditioned by the myths of the past.

I am most grateful to my friend, the late David Mahlowe, who
was Eugene Halliday’s literary executor, for his valuable and
constructive suggestions.

Information within Metacentres

socio-governmental information

As we have observed in an earlier booklet, in the past it has often
been necessary for monostates to adopt arbitrary and threatening
approaches in order to obtain information, as it has not generally been
felt that monostates were to be trusted to use intelligently the
information potentially available, in a manner likely to beneTit those
subjects who were called upon to supply it. Thus relationships
between the two sides of larger and smaller governments become
strained, with the members of each side, from their different
viewpoints and different sources of information, regarding the other
as having a distorted and unrealistic view of the total need-
determined situation.

It is not suggested that computerisation will bring about any
sudden reversal of the present situation, but, as the implications of
socio-governmental parity become accepted, so the divergence
between the viewpoints of different sized centres of government will
tend to give way to the more desirable system of two-way multi-
metacentral government.



It was early learned in the fields of political thought that majority
opinion is not necessarily synonymous with right opinion. No valid
opinion can be formed without the provision of sufficient data and the
application of strict logic, against the background of a true concept of
human value and significance. Whilst this would appear to demand
from members of the electorate a high standard of intelligent interest
in political problems, until this high standard is obtained the
momentum of monostate control must continue. The metacentre
concept thus constitutes for the future both a hope and a challenge
which, if not adequately met, must result either in the freezing of
human developmental possibilities, or in regression to an earlier and
more primitive level.

The key to the disclosure of information is the capacity of the
recipient to assimilate that information, and to give it adequate
utilisation or comprehension. Realisation that any centre of
government can become corrupted by a surfeit of non-objective
unrelated information, and consequently powerless to act in an
efficient and intelligent manner, is the justification for socio-
governmental parity and the necessity for it.

All information within a human social group is either individual
information, which is of purely private availability, or community
information, which is of group significance. Information of group
significance is that information which modifies the behaviour within
the group of one individual to another.

Socio-governmental information is that need-relevant portion of
community information which members of society and government
should be required reciprocally to exchange.

Any human social group is held together by the possession of
means for the acquisition, use, retention, and transmission of
information. In a society too large for the direct contact of its
members, these means are the press, both as it concerns books and as
it concerns newspapers, the television, the radio, the telephone, the
post office, the theatre, the cinema, the school and the Church.

An increasing flow of locality-relevant socio-governmental
information will necessitate careful consideration of the capacity of
each metacentre adequately to assimilate and use the potentially
available data. Properly speaking, the size of any need-determined
metacentre extends only so far as there is effectual transmission and
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assimilation of the information relevant to that group.

The early studies of cybernetics emphasised the extreme
importance of adequate information services, to enable any system of
two-way government to operate effectively. It was pointed out: “It
is possible to measure the autonomy of a group [or metacentre] by
comparing the number of decisions entering a group from outside
with the number of decisions made in that group. A measure of the
effective size of the group is given by the size which it must have in
order to achieve a stated degree of autonomy™ 2.

Small, closely knit communities have a very considerable
capacity to make effective use of communal information. Larger
communities on the other hand, because they can neither transmit nor
assimilate the correspondingly larger amounts of communal
information, contain far less communally available information than
the smaller communities, to say nothing of the human elements of
which all communities are built up 3.

In consideration of the general need for improved assimilation of
socio-governmental data, we must recognise that the large modern
monostate cannot handle the multitude of individual problems it has
itself created. All member bodies of its government-complex
therefore need to contain information, simply because those persons
who operate government cannot operate without information.

the assimilation of information
All information needs to be assimilated in terms of space, time,
power, feeling and thought, and the holistic origin of these five
aspects must never be forgotten. For example: the fact of physical
existence needs to be assimilated in terms of space, time and power;
the function or operational progress needs to be assimilated in terms
of time, space and power; the effective energy that can be conjured

Wiener, Norbert. Cybernetics - (or Control and Communication in the Animal and
Machine). pg. 158. Second edition 1961. The MAT Press, Massachussets, U.S.A.

* “Like the wolf pack, although let us hope to a lesser extent, the [monocentral]
state is more stupid than most of its components. This runs counter to a
tendency much voiced among business executives, heads of great laboratories,
and the like, to assume that because the community is larger than the individual
it is also more intelligent. Some of this opinion is due to no more than a
childish delight in the large and the lavish. Some of it is due to a sense of the
possibilities of a large organisation for good. Not a little of it, however, is
nothing more than an eye for the main chance and a lusting after the fleshpots
of Egypt”. Wiener, Norbert. Cybernetics. op. cit. Chapter viii.

6



up needs to be assimilated in terms of power, time and space; the fact
that human beings respond in a positive-negative or like-dislike
manner needs to be assimilated in terms of feeling; the analysis of the
total situation which leads to its effective control needs to be
assimilated in terms of thought; and the intelligent co-ordination and
interrelation of the five aspects needs to be assimilated in terms of
their holistic origin in formulative “sentient power” (“SP”).

In reality we may regard SP as self-aware power. It is the holistic
origin of being. Whatever it does it knows. We base everything on
the fact of SP, where sentience is the subjective aspect of the source
of perception, conception, affection and conation, and where
formulative power is the determinant of the objective aspect of
effective formal application in the phenomenal world. We therefore
say that every problem must be viewed from the point of view of
formulative sentience and from the point of view of power.

From the sentience point of view we have to consider the clarity
of the mental equipment, the effective attitudes and the available
conation in the individual; from the formulative power aspect we
have to consider the existential being and gravity of the problem, and
all the implemental means of realising whatever is conceived by
sentience. A simple example is the idea of an “unbreakable” axe-
head; in the time of flint axes this was conceived as a good idea, but
not realised in the actual axe; it required the discovery of metals to
produce the actual “unbreakable” axe-head - and it required the
mettle in man to find it.

two-way willingness truthfully to supply information

A computer may solve problems so complex that no human brain
can yet understand the significance of the solution. It also can solve
problems when the solution indicated cannot be put into effect
because the technology of matter handling is not yet sufficiently
developed. For example, aeroplanes of high speed can be envisaged
but cannot yet be developed, because they would melt until the
problems of heat development and dispersal have been solved. But
in principle it is possible to devise methods of dispersing that heat, so
that they can go ever faster.

The rule follows that an ideal solution is doomed to remain ideal,
unless the actual gross material means of its objectification can be



gathered together and operated. Both the position and velocity of a
single particle cannot simultaneously be determined and, as both are
necessary for accurate prediction of its behaviour, prediction is not
possible.

A system of mono-metacentral government is justified only when
the mono-metacentre is holistic. Holistic mono-metacentrality is
possible only for a highly developed pan-terrestrial system of
government able to collect, co-ordinate and apply all locality-relevant
data, and their unavoidable interactions. Computerisation makes this
a dream-possibility, but certainly not a feasible possibility beyond the
first physical subsistence level of socio-governmental parity.

As earlier we have considered, the monostate in the past has been
based on the idea of a finite governing group attempting to determine
events on insufficient data, and prepared to override by force all
locality-relevant problems whenever they threaten to expose
governmental deficiencies. Today it is becoming increasingly
unrealistic for any government to attempt to extract all the
information it requires by force or threats of violence.

Subject to the consistent maintenance of an appropriate tempo of
developmental change, there is no real alternative open to an
intelligent government but to work to develop a general spirit of
“give and take”, or of a two-way willingness between members of
society and government truthfully to supply suitable need-relevant
socio-governmental information. With such a policy of socio-
governmental parity, the practical development of self-stabilising
metacentres becomes an imperative.

Computerisation and Personal Values

development of the metacentre concept

Biological organisms are self-stabilising and also self-evolving. The
same process may be observed in the civilised evolution of different
human social groups, whose healthy development requires the
progressive refinement of their self-stabilising self-developing
mechanisms.

Self-stabilisation in the form of mass inertia is inherent within
every nation, but it remains largely a static unconscious response
until a significant number of private individuals recognise and affirm



the reasons for their citizenship. Such affirmation is being made
today in different parts of the world.

Improved standards of education are teaching men and woman to
recognise themselves as self-determining persons, with the power to
affirm their individuality either by the withdrawal of their labour or
by some other significant expression of disapproval, as a personal
protest against the insult and degradation of being treated as little
more than the cogs of a mechanised society. In consequence
governments need to make the further adjustments necessary for
national stability and controlled evolution.

The greatness of relatively politically mature countries such as
Britain, as the potential leaders of a new world unifying force, will be
demonstrated by their increased capacity to develop national stability
through the freely expressed self-discipline of private citizens. This
progressive self-stabilisation policy is in direct contrast to a
misguided and negative policy of placing in the hands of a few rulers
absolute authority over the individual members of the nation.

Just as the actions of groups of individuals within society affect
the peaceful stability and government of a whole nation, so the
actions of a national government within the world society of nations
must affect the peaceful stability, development and government of the
world as a whole.

In the name of stability, the rulers of many countries in the past
have condemned millions of people to death through wars,
revolutions, and massacres, brought about by the deficiencies of
those rulers who were not alert to the mass inertia and individual
reactivity determining their people’s responses.

A growing political consciousness is apparent in the whole world.
This growth is rapidly accelerating with the development of
electronic technology, leading us so far as communication in our
planet is concerned towards the almost virtual abolition of
impedances of both space and time.

Computerisation now offers the self-stabilisation mechanism
necessary to further the development of the metacentre concept,
through feeding knowledge and conscious understanding of socio-
governmental necessities to all aspects of the body politic. It thus can
be used to provide the precondition-basis of self-stabilisation
necessary for effective motivation of men’s latent energies, leading
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both to higher levels of conscious personal development, and to a
fuller understanding of the true purpose and value of government.

Inevitably the new age of computerisation will quicken people’s
mass and individual responses, requiring alert rulers to harness the
fruits of technology to provide more effective systems of self-
stabilisation and development. Computerisation makes this a feasible
proposition.

direction of policies towards national health

Every government, within the realistic possibilities open to it, can
justify its existence only through the direction of its policies towards
national health. This direction may vary between the two extremes
of working in clear consciousness towards its conceived ultimate
purpose for the benefit of the people, and of working under the
obscuring influence of economic and other forces beyond its control.

A static government is not a realistic concept as the differing
pressures from both abroad and within the nation make change
inevitable. Through the clarification and pragmatic determination of
necessary changes, a government more or less consciously influences
national or group health.

All citizens should be able to regard any government information
organisation as working towards improved health. A government that
cannot maintain its own health cannot lawfully demand information
which would not contribute to the health of the group concerned.

The interrelated activities of any group of human beings within a
metacentre, or its equivalent, constitute a potentially healthful unity
of function. The members of this functional unity cannot be expected
to agree to the destruction of their own state of health, nor can they
be expected to supply information unless it can be demonstrated to
their satisfaction that their interests will be properly safeguarded, and
not be brushed aside as unimportant by an over-ruling larger
governmental body. Any forces which disrupt the unity of function
or power of the smaller group of human beings, including the
unjustifiable withholding of useful need-determined socio-
governmental information, are by definition disease-causing or
unhealthy.

Unintelligent commands issued by a government and productive
of disintegrative reactions are by definition unhealthy, and therefore
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illegal. Unlawfulness masquerading as law is an anomaly of the law,
literally meaning an irregular or unlawful law, a self-contradictory
expression.

Only a lawfully functioning body justifiably may serve as a
government. With such a government therefore, the only computer
information which legitimately could be required from the members
of society and the government would be that information which could
be demonstrated to the individuals concerned to make for their own
health.

man the evaluator

The potential capacities of computerisation make it very
important that private citizens become conscious of the personal
safeguards implicit in the aforementioned justification of a
government. A national government, particularly if functioning as a
monostate, may demand as much information as it possibly can
extract from the whole nation. This demand can be either healthy or
unhealthy, according to whether the electorate is truthfully informed
of the lawful purposes behind the questions.

Man is a being through whom evaluations may be made. A
fundamental of all evaluations is a three-aspected process of thinking,
feeling and willing. Anything less than this perfectly balanced
threefold process constitutes an invalid judgement.

It is customary in certain circles and for certain purposes to talk
as if evaluation were a matter for the intellect alone. This view
cannot stand up to intelligent scrutiny. All value judgements
presuppose in the valuer a feeling and a volitional as well as an
intellectual component. To deny this is either dishonesty, or
ignorance, or sheer lack of knowledge.

In evaluating the computerised society, man the evaluator
logically cannot exclude consideration of man, as the three-aspected
originator of that society.

Until a computer can be designed that deals with the innermost
motivations of its creator, it cannot be viewed by that creator as other
than dangerously deficient. In view of this, information supplied to
computer systems unable to deal with man’s innermost motivations
must be confined to those data of external application only -
including necessary medical information on organic, physical and
physiological functions.
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In other words, the computer system can be fed with those data
only which specifically deal with men’s objective needs as members
of an externally visible group. It therefore follows that humanity’s
inner motivations cannot be within the field of computer analysis.

two schools of political philosophical thought

No political development operates in a vacuum. It is based on the
living reality of men and nations, and this cannot be thought of in
isolation from a nation’s historical roots and geographical
environment.

In Britain, for example, successive waves of immigration, and its
history as an island, have given its countrymen a deep love of
freedom and respect for individual and personal values. Such a
heritage, based on the self-determined free-will of the private citizen,
cannot be ignored by any government.

Some people deny the essential recognition of free-will, and
believe that a government can rest secure upon statistically based
predictions, themselves falsely based upon the non-assumption of
free-will. This concept of free-will may be distinguished by the
following opposing views on the will by two different schools of
political philosophical thought:

i. the evolutionist-teleologists: who state that the will as a self-
conscious intelligent power may operate freely from within
itself according to its own self-determined purpose, whether in
agreement with or in opposition to any externally conditioning
forces.

ii. the mechanist-behaviourists: who state that “will” is merely a
convenient term for a conditioned-reflex determined totally by
the structure of the body or organism and the nature of the
stimuli presented to it.

If the second view were correct then everything whatever that
man has held dear as a worthy object of his endeavour would prove
to be a mirage, and man himself a senseless mechanism reacting
unavoidably to any energy input.

In spite of the pretended acceptance of this second view by
certain people, if these people really believed what they presume to
state, their views logically are self-invalidated. Any thinker
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representing himself as totally convinced by the conditioned-reflex
theory is either deficient in logic or in the power of self-examination.
No conditioned-reflex upholder, writing a book on his chosen subject,
logically could require his readers to give other than a conditioned-
reflex response to his work, which in his own terms would be
worthless.

Accepting the first view that the free-will is a self-determinant
conscious intelligent power, its role within the emergent two-way
multi-metacentral system of government of the computer age, to
which from its own inherences it has given birth, cannot be to subject
itself to the mechanics of its own creation.

man’s nature is based in personal value

Out of those government leaders who claim the common touch
and the power to affect a response from the people in general, there
are few, if any, who would deny that, beneath the surface, man’s
nature is based in personal value. “The voice of the people is the
voice of God” is not a merely sentimental expression, but correctly
understood gives any intelligent statesman an occasion for deep
thought. Every member of the electorate is, according to our first
view, a self-determined free intelligent power, to ignore which would
be political self-contradiction.

The unphilosophical man factually feels the validity of his own
likes, dislikes and inner motivations in the presence of whatever
intellectual formulations are offered to him, in the hope of
conditioning whatever reflexes his organism may be believed to
contain. When not conditioned by ill-treatment, and thus confused,
the plain man can “smell” any project the acceptance of which would
bring him harm. One “cannot fool all of the people all of the time”.

Research into the educability capacities of chimpanzees and of
human children shows an innate structuring in the psyche or self of
the human being that is absent in the chimpanzee, further
demonstrating that the difference between the human being and the
animal is not one of degree only but one of kind. This research result
has dealt a severe blow to the mechanistic-behaviourist theory 4.

All high principled persons concerned with education could
include within their normal curriculum of teaching the creation of a

‘  The Chomsky Experiments, in the USA during the 1960s
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full awareness of the two opposing views of the will, so that every
person could learn to decide for himself whether he would prefer to
be dealt with as a meaningless mechanism, or as a free intelligence
with his own purposes in the world. The either/or, of freedom of will
or slavery to a computerised situation, should be stated clearly in the
act of teaching the ABC.

Safeguards Within a Computerised
Society

psychological and cybernetic research
An interesting example of dialectical principles is seen in the contrary
development of psychological and cybernetic research.

Psychology, as the name reveals, was originally “the science of
the soul”, a non-material agency believed to be the determinant of
human activity.  Failure to uncover this non-material soul resulted
in the redefinition of psychology as “the science of the mind” or of
the evaluating and measuring functions of the human being. Failure
to locate the mind as an entity resulted in a further redefinition of
psychology as “the science of brain function™, in which thought was
conceived to be mere electronic motions in the neural structures.
Finally psychology was defined as “the science of behaviour”, the
only really externally observable aspect of human activity.

On the other hand cybernetics, beginning as a study of
mechanical principles and feed-back mechanisms, developed in the
contrary direction and restated the real function of the human being
as an intelligent purpose-designing entity. The end result of research
in this field, the computer, though most efficient in attaining the goals
programmed into it, yet requires the human being to programme it.

Man, having been deprived of his dignity by an ever more
materialistically vectored psychological research scheme, has had his
dignity returned to him by a science starting from a study of the lowest
mechanical principle of servomechanisms, and developing into the
realisation that hidden within the human being and indemonstrable to
laboratory science is the intelligent principle that designs,
programmes and controls all machines. The soul of man is vindicated
in the final stages of this study as a supreme intelligent free agent
inventing, but not subservient to, his own servomechanisms.

14



the challenge presented by computerisation

Whether we consider the design and the use of a guided missile
homing on its chosen target, or the grouping of synaptic resistances
in the human brain and nervous systems, we are looking at concepts
in principle the same. All are designed, programmed and operated by
the intelligence of the human being.

The computer has been described as: “a total moron, and therein
lies its strength. The stupider the tool the brighter the master has to
be - and this is the dumbest tool we have ever had. All it can do is
to say either zero or one, but it can do that awfully fast. It doesn’t get
tired and it doesn’t charge overtime. It extends our capacity more
than any tool we have had for a long time, because of all the really
unskilled jobs it can do. By taking over these jobs, it allows us - in
fact it compels us - to think through what we are doing”>.

Whilst this remark on the intelligent use of computerisation for
industry may not do justice to the memory of a computer, and to the
intricate uses to which it may be put, in principle the remark is true.
The challenge presented by computerisation compels man to exert
himself, in order to think through what he is doing, and thus to remain
master of his own creation. This challenge applies equally to
government as it does to industry.

socio-governmental information bodies

It is generally recognised by historians and others that foresight
is in no small way dependent on hindsight or adequate knowledge. It
follows that clarification of policy in the first place is dependent upon
adequate information services, and that the quality of those
information services supplied is dependent upon the personal good
intentions and clear perceptions and intelligent expertise of those
involved.

The function of objective collection and assessment of
appropriate need-determined socio-governmental information
probably could be kept distinct from many existing governmental
executive responsibilities. In the past the formation of separately
administered information or intelligence departments has been
advocated by politicians and other leading citizens. Furthermore,
subject to financial feasibility, other interested groups of citizens

5

Drucker, Peter. The McKinsey Quarterly, quoted in Co—Partnership. Page 18.
Published in 1967 from 60 Buckingham Gate, London.
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could form socio-governmental information and communication
bodies able to ensure that public information could not either
intentionally or unintentionally be misrepresented by monopoly
groups. In countries like Britain, such bodies already exist in the form
of professional and trade associations and trade unions, and the socio-
governmental role of these bodies could be widened in the future.

The determined policy of all governmental and non-
governmental bodies concerned with computerised socio-
governmental information and communication could be: “Respect for
the person, our value of values” 6. This could be evidenced with the
following precepts:

i. the first personal safeguard: if approached to give
information for computer or similar purposes, any private
individual, conscious of the freedom of the will, must be
allowed to refuse such information where he considers that
such information would in any way threaten his freedom as a
response-able member of the human race.

ii. the second personal safeguard: is resolution that no
information should be fed into the machine that could place the
lordship of the human race, or any part of it, in the hands of the
machine or of those who control it.

The private citizens concerned might be relied on to ensure that
the former precept was not overlooked, but long term observation of
the latter precept would necessitate considerably more vigilance. The
fact that a computer must be fed initially with its data by human
beings, places the human beings engaged in programming in a highly
significant and potentially dangerous position.

the principle purpose of the computer
It is essential that in the name of “computerisation advantages”
we do not allow the destiny of the human race to be placed in the
hands of an oligarchy of computer controllers. An oligarchy of this
type could destroy any hope for the further evolution of man towards
that high, noble, and dignified vision which the best intelligences of
the world have foreseen as man’s ultimate goal.

¢ Gollanz, Victor. “Our Threatened Values”. These words were quoted in
frontispiece of that book.
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Meanwhile, the impossibility of handling all relevant world data,
by the setting up of any small body to determine the nature of the data
to be fed into the computer systems of the world, requires the
intelligent offering of the fruits of the experiences of every
responsible member of society in all occupations, but especially from
those in occupations whose privileged positions have supplied them
with information accessible to no one else.

Just as the alchemist insisted that it needs a little gold in order to
make more gold, so it needs a little experience in the formation of the
right questions to be able to develop the whole process of intelligent
questioning to be fed into the computer. This gold of the right
question can come only from that large body of men whose wide
experience has conferred upon them the power accurately to
formulate questions relevant to the next higher development of
human society.

Just as many of our unhealthy social and industrial relationships
are based on misunderstandings stemming from lack of information
and a restricted viewpoint, so many of our other national and
international problems are caused by similar deficiencies. The
unavailability both of past knowledge of our ancestors, and of present
knowledge of our contemporaries, often leaves us in a potentially
harmful situation from which adequate information could deliver us.

The tremendous potential advantages of intelligent
computerisation of the totality of man’s knowledge of all times and
places, and the making available of this for the projection of all
intelligent purposes, is a sufficient justification of the computer for us
to give an unqualified “Yes” to its employment.

To quote the late Lord Keynes, and to apply his words in the
context of the computer, we may say that:

The principle purpose of the computer: is “the assertion
of truth, the unveiling of illusion, the dissipation of hate,
the enlargement and instruction of men’s hearts and
minds”7.

7 Keynes, Lord. This quotation appeared every week for many years in
The Weekly News Letter written during the 1930s to 1950s by Stephen
(later Lord) King-Hall.
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Emblem of Metathinking Top-economy

(A fuller explanation is in Booklet One: An Introduction)

the emblem: illustrated on the front cover, is a radiant heart in a
white hexagon with a triple border of gold mounted on a blue shield;

the heart (blood red): the individual citizen, whose good stands as
the raison d’etre for the existence of the state and the community, is
represented by a heart. This heart also symbolises the people’s
affections;

the hexagon (white): the hexagon represents the six-sided
governmental complex inherent within the very nature of the body
politics. The hexagon is white to symbolise purity of intention and
the equilibrated state of mind generally desirable in those responsible
for government.

the triple border (gold): the three-fold human aspects of feeling,
thinking and willing are represented by the triple border of the
hexagon.

the shield (celestial blue): the surrounding blue on the shield
represents the presence of environing forces, temporal and spiritual,
beyond the natural limits of any temporal government’s authority. A
deep celestial blue is used in recognition of our conscious and
intuitive awareness that some of those forces are of spiritual origin.

the radiance (gold): the radiance of the heart is a universally
recognised symbol of expressed love and charity, for it symbolises
the response from the inner feeling centre of man’s essential vitality,
the vehicle of which is the blood, that most mysterious delicately
balanced fluid which responds in its metabolism to every impulse of
our thoughts, feelings, desires and volitions. This radiance also
represents generosity and goodwill to men.

*  The state triad of functions formulates, administers and interprets the letter of
the law; the community triad ratifies, services and upholds the spirit of the law,
together they function as a six-sided governmental complex. Ref Booklet Two:
The Human Needs of the Community and Charity.
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Glossary

body politic: the conscious field of political thought influencing the
individual members of any human social group.

effective government (meaning effective reciprocal control):
consists in the dynamic interrelation between the two aspects of its
being, the state and the community.

evolution: development to higher levels of being and thus of
conscious awareness.

metacentre: the logical centre of self-government for any mature
human social group to develop, and in which there is consciousness
of the necessity for the interrelation of multicentres for their whole-
good.

metaconsciousness: that order of consciousness which recognises the
need for metathought.

meta-individual: a mature metathinking person who views the
monostate system of government as out-moded and anachronistic,
and who aims to develop individual inner authority and response-
ability;

metasociety: is that society which becomes metaconscious of the
necessity, not merely of creating the pre-conditions of its own well-
being and survival, but also of not destroying the pre-conditions of
the survival and further development of future generations.

metastate: the self-stabilising large group which is thoroughly
conscious that locality-relevant problems of sub-groups within it
most effectively can be solved by the intelligences resident within
those sub-groups.

metathought: thinking which is directed to the true holistic and
individual development of all humanity;

monostate government: implies unwieldy oligarchal control based
on force-imposed-unity.

multi-metacentralisation: implies co-ordinative unity, i.c., a coming
to consciousness of the necessity for individual and small group
responsibilities within the large group.
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need-relevant: refers to the whole relevant situation and includes
what is need-determined and what is need-relative. A need-
determined act is one the end or goal of which is wholly conditioned
by its initiating need. Need-relative is that which is related to the
need-determined, but is not in itself an essential need property in that
particular situation. For example, a man may have a need-
determination to wear shoes, but the process which produces those
shoes is to that man need-relative.

post-monostate phase: awareness that the monostate has no
authority, other than that vested in it by its constituent members.

response-ability: refers to an adequately self-accounting being, able
to make a proper response in every situation. By definition response-
ability is self-determined, because one cannot confer upon a being
from outside and without its co-operation, a capacity not proper to it.

socio-governmental parity: the principle of socio-governmental
parity is: “from each according to appropriate need-relevant
response-ability to each according to adequate need-relevant
utilisation-capacity”.

top-economy: is the economy of specific areas and places in which
socially-functioning-profit is distinguished from (but may include)
bank-account-profit. The aim is whole-group good. It is the joy and
heightened morale which stems from the solution to a problem which
has been achieved through co-operative group activity.

two-way multi-metacentral government: the post-monostate phase
of government which acknowledges the validity of metacentres
within the metastate.

universal dialectics: every biological organism exhibits the dynamics
of reality by continuous adjustments to environmental changes which
it must make in order to survive and develop, otherwise termed
[dynamic] holistic equilibration.

welfare metasociety: that organisation of human relationship which
has as its raison d’étre the welfare of its members, and in which there
is a conscious awareness that no static concepts can fulfil the
essential needs of evolving humanity in its ever more complicating
interrelational developmental activities

20



Booklets on Metathinking Top-economy

Booklet One:

Booklet Two:

Booklet Three:

Booklet Four:

Booklet Five:

Booklet Six:

Booklet Seven:

An Introduction to Metathinking Top-economy
The Human Needs of the Community and Charity

The SU-VOC Idea
(Society of United Voluntary Organisation within Community)

Multi-metacentralisation, Socio-Governmental Parity
and Citizenship

Evolution of Intelligent Government, Governing Concepts
and Tempi of Developmental Change

Two-Way Multi-Metacentral Government and Britain’s
Metathinking Leading Role

Information within Metacentres and Personal Values

Further information about the works and related works of
Eugene Halliday (including the booklets) is available from
the Ishval website, <www.ishval.org.uk>



The Authors

Fred Freeman, a Liverpool businessman, deeply concerned with the
social problems in the Liverpool City Area, consulted his enlightened
friend Eugene Halliday. This work is an outcome of their meetings.

Throughout his life, Eugene Halliday artist and philosopher worked
without cease. The body of his work, written, spoken, drawn, painted
and sculpted, is imprinted not merely on paper and clay, but in the
hearts of all those he helped in the spirit of Logos-love. He defined
Love as "The willingness to develop the potential of Being wherever
it appears". His life was utterly devoted to it. He died in 1987, in his
76th year. To those who knew him, Eugene Halliday was and is one
of the most significant spirits of our time.
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